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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Information Report
Brackley C of E Junior School
We have developed our Local Offer in line with that of West Northamptonshire Council. Further information about the support available for children and young people with SEND can be found on the West Northamptonshire Council Local Offer website.

1. Introduction
The purpose of this report is to explain to parents and carers, staff and governors how Brackley C of E Junior School identifies and supports pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and how our SEND policy is put into practice.
We are committed to ensuring that every child receives the support they need to access learning, make progress and achieve their potential. We work in partnership with parents and carers, pupils, staff and external professionals to identify needs and provide appropriate support.

2. What are the school's SEND objectives?
Our objectives are to:
· Identify and assess pupils' needs effectively and as early as possible.
· Set appropriate, achievable and challenging targets to support progress.
· Monitor and review learning, progress and achievement to help raise standards.
· Work in partnership with parents and carers, valuing their knowledge, views and contributions to their child's education.
· Listen to pupils and respect their views, involving them in decisions about their learning and support wherever appropriate.

3. What types of SEND do we support?
We support pupils with a range of special educational needs and disabilities, including:
· Communication and interaction: Autism spectrum disorder (ASD), speech, language and communication needs.
· Cognition and learning: Specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia and dyspraxia.
· Social, emotional and mental health: Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), attachment-related needs and difficulties with emotional regulation.
· Sensory and/or physical needs: Hearing impairments and physical disabilities.
Every child is an individual, and we recognise that needs can vary in nature and level. Support is planned according to each pupil's individual strengths, needs and circumstances.

4. How do we identify pupils with SEND?
Pupils' needs are identified through a range of information, observations and assessments. These may include:
· Ongoing teacher assessment and classroom observations.
· Pupil progress meetings, including consideration of attainment, achievement and progress over time.
· Progress towards National Curriculum objectives and age-related expectations.
· Standardised screening and assessment tools, where appropriate.
· Information received from a pupil's previous school, including infant school transition information.
· Concerns raised by parents and carers, pupils or school staff.
· Concerns identified when a pupil joins the school, in any year group.
· Information and advice from the Local Authority and external professionals.
· Relevant information about a pupil's wider circumstances, including where they are supported by the Local Authority.
We use classroom and playground observations, targeted assessments and discussions between staff to build a clear understanding of a child's strengths and areas of difficulty. Where appropriate, we work with external professionals to gain further advice.
We also use the Northamptonshire Ranges document to help identify needs, guide decisions about appropriate support and review the provision in place.
Further information is available through the West Northamptonshire Council Local Offer.

5. What provision is available for pupils with SEND?
We follow a graduated approach to identifying and meeting pupils' needs. This involves assessing needs, planning appropriate support, putting that support into practice and reviewing its impact.
Where a pupil continues to experience significant difficulties despite appropriate support, we may seek advice from external professionals and consider whether further assessment is needed. Where appropriate, a request for an Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment may be made.
The school receives funding from the Local Authority to support pupils with SEND. Additional funding may be available through the Local Authority's targeted funding arrangements. Applications are considered where a pupil's needs require provision beyond the resources ordinarily available to the school, in line with the relevant funding criteria.

Ordinarily Available Provision
Support may include:
· High-quality classroom teaching, with appropriate adaptations to meet individual needs.
· Additional challenge and extension activities.
· Adaptations such as individual workstations, visual timetables, writing slopes and wobble cushions.
· Pre-teaching of key vocabulary.
· Targeted support from teaching assistants within the classroom.
· Adapted learning activities and curriculum approaches, where appropriate.
· Pastoral support.
· Targeted interventions, including daily reading, Numberstacks and Shed Sentences.
· Protective Behaviours.
· Mental Health Support Team workshops, where appropriate, including support with low mood, managing worries and understanding emotions.

Additional Provision for Pupils Receiving SEN Support or with an EHC Plan
Depending on individual needs and the provision identified, additional support may include:
· One-to-one and targeted reading support.
· Social communication skills support.
· Drawing and Talking interventions.
· Structured lunchtimes.
· Yoga and mindfulness activities.
· Fine motor skills activities.
· Speech and language support.
· Occupational therapy (OT) support.
· Liaison with Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).
· Support from the School Nursing Team.
· Support from the Inclusion and Intervention Support Team (IIST).
· Sensory activities.
· Targeted social and emotional interventions.
· Individual interventions through the Mental Health Support Team (MHST), where appropriate.
The provision offered to each pupil is determined by their individual needs, assessment information and the advice of relevant professionals. Not every pupil will require or receive every intervention listed above.

Adaptations and Resources
We use a range of resources and adaptive teaching strategies to help pupils access learning and participate in school life. Examples include:
· Pencil grips and writing slopes.
· Coloured overlays and exercise books.
· Carefully considered seating arrangements within the classroom.
· Writing frames, sentence starters and word banks to support literacy.
· Concrete apparatus and practical resources to support numeracy.
· Small-group and individual support for literacy, numeracy, reading, speech and language, fine motor skills, and social and emotional development.
Teaching assistants support pupils in the classroom and deliver targeted interventions as part of provision coordinated by the SENCo.
The school has commissioned support from an Educational Psychologist through Mosaic Psychology, including targeted assessments, observations and consultation.
We also work with relevant external services, which may include the Inclusion and Intervention Support Team, Early Help Assessment Team, Occupational Therapy, School Nursing Team and Education Inclusion Team.

Pastoral and Family Support
Mrs Kerry Dwyer – Pastoral & Family Support Manager and Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Child Protection
Mrs Kerry Dwyer provides individual and small-group support for pupils with social, emotional and wellbeing needs, as well as support for families where appropriate. She is ELSA-trained and provides targeted interventions to help children develop emotional resilience, manage their feelings and build positive relationships.
Pupils may be identified for support by teachers, Learning Support Assistants, parents or carers. Support is tailored to each child's individual needs and circumstances.
In her role as Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Child Protection, Mrs Dwyer also supports the school's safeguarding arrangements in accordance with school policies and procedures.

6. How do we measure progress and achievement?
We monitor pupils' progress through ongoing assessment, classroom observations and regular reviews of learning and achievement.
Progress is considered in relation to National Curriculum expectations, individual starting points and the targets set for each pupil. We recognise that progress may look different for different children, and we consider both academic development and wider progress towards individual outcomes.
Where necessary, more detailed assessments may be carried out to inform future planning and provision. These may involve external professionals where appropriate.
Parents and carers are kept informed of their child's progress through:
· Termly progress reports.
· Parent consultation evenings.
· Reviews of individual targets and support, where appropriate.
· Meetings with external professionals, where involved.
· Annual reports.
We use assessment information and feedback from pupils, parents and staff to review the effectiveness of support and identify appropriate next steps.

7. What skills and knowledge do staff have, and how is training developed?
Staff involved in supporting pupils with SEND include:
· The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo)
· The Headteacher
· Class teachers.
· Teaching Assistants.
· The governor with responsibility for SEND (Colin Harber)
Staff have experience of supporting pupils with a range of needs, including:
· Autism
· ADHD
· Speech, language and communication needs
· Sensory needs
· Social, emotional and behavioural needs
· Diabetes management
· Epilepsy management
We work with external agencies and professionals to access specialist advice and support where appropriate. These may include:
· Educational Psychologists.
· Community Paediatricians.
· Social Services.
· SEND support services.
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).
· Speech and Language Therapy (SALT).
· Occupational Therapy (OT).
· The School Nursing Team.
· The Mental Health Support Team (MHST).
· The Partnership Coordinator for South Northamptonshire.
· Children and Family Support Services.
· The Strengthening Families Team.
We encourage staff to undertake relevant training and professional development through the Local Authority and external agencies to strengthen their knowledge and skills.
Staff training and development have included Numberstacks and Shed Sentences interventions, ADHD, autism, LEGO Therapy, Developmental Language Disorder, Selective Mutism, Activating Resilience and Coping, Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA), bereavement and loss.
Our SENCo holds the National Award for Special Educational Needs Coordination (NASENCO).
Training is developed in response to pupils' needs and the priorities identified by the school.


8. Who should I contact for further information about SEND?
If you have concerns about your child's learning, development or progress, please contact your child's class teacher in the first instance.
The class teacher will discuss your concerns with you and work with the SENCo to identify any additional support that may be needed.
If you would like to speak directly to the SENCo, please use the contact details below:
SENCo: Mrs Trupti Karavadra
Contact details: senco@brackleyjunior.northants.sch.uk
Parents and carers are encouraged to share any concerns as early as possible so that we can work together to support their child.

9. What pastoral support is available?
We recognise that pupils' emotional wellbeing, social development and sense of belonging are important to their learning and progress.
Pupils can access support through:
· Their class teacher.
· Learning Support Assistants.
· Individual and small-group interventions delivered by trained staff.
· Pastoral support tailored to identified needs.
· Referrals, where appropriate, to services such as the Mental Health Support Team, School Nursing Team, CAMHS and Happy Heads.
Pastoral and Family Support Manager
Mrs Kerry Dwyer – Pastoral & Family Support Manager and Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Child Protection
Mrs Dwyer provides individual and small-group interventions for identified pupils across the school, supporting their social, emotional and mental health needs. She also works with families where additional support is needed.
Children may be identified for support by teachers, Learning Support Assistants, parents or carers. Support is targeted to meet individual needs and may include developing emotional regulation, managing worries, building resilience and strengthening positive relationships.
As Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Child Protection, Mrs Dwyer supports the school's safeguarding arrangements and works in accordance with the school's safeguarding and child protection policies and procedures.
Our Attendance, Anti-Bullying, Behaviour and Exclusion policies set out the school's approach to supporting pupils and promoting a safe and positive learning environment. These policies are available from the school office and on the school website.

10. How do we involve parents and carers?
We believe that working in partnership with parents and carers is essential to supporting pupils effectively.
If you have concerns about your child's progress or SEND provision, please contact the class teacher in the first instance. If further discussion is needed, a meeting may be arranged with the SENCo. In certain circumstances, a meeting with the Headteacher may also be appropriate.
Parents and carers are kept informed through termly progress reports, parent consultation evenings and reviews of individual support, where appropriate. Where external professionals are involved, parents and carers may also be invited to contribute to review meetings.
Where appropriate, pupils are involved in setting and reviewing their targets. We value their views and encourage them to take an active role in their learning and development.

11. How do we support transition for pupils with SEND?
We recognise that transitions between schools and year groups can be particularly important for pupils with SEND.
Before a pupil joins the school, we liaise with their previous setting, parents and carers, and relevant external professionals where appropriate. This helps us understand the pupil's strengths, needs and existing support.
Where necessary, an enhanced transition plan may be put in place. This could include additional visits, opportunities to become familiar with the school environment, meetings with key staff and the sharing of relevant information.
For pupils moving to secondary school, we work with receiving schools to support a positive transition. Additional visits and tailored arrangements may be organised where these would benefit the pupil. Previous transition arrangements have included additional visits involving Magdalen College School and Waynflete Infant School.
Our aim is to help pupils feel prepared, confident and supported as they move into a new learning environment.




12. How are SEND provision and outcomes monitored and evaluated?
The SENCo is responsible for coordinating the monitoring and evaluation of SEND provision, working with class teachers, senior leaders and other staff.
This may include:
· Reviewing individual targets and provision.
· Monitoring pupil progress and outcomes.
· Focused classroom observations.
· Discussions and development meetings with staff.
· Reviewing the effectiveness of interventions.
· Gathering feedback from pupils, parents and carers.
· Monitoring attendance and exclusion information for pupils with SEND.
· Reviewing the progress and needs of vulnerable groups, including pupils eligible for Pupil Premium funding, pupils eligible for free school meals and pupils who speak English as an additional language (EAL).
The information gathered helps us identify what is working well, where changes may be needed and how provision can be developed to improve outcomes for pupils.

13. Can pupils with SEND access activities outside the classroom?
Yes. We aim to ensure that all pupils can participate as fully as possible in school trips, visits and activities.
Risk assessments are undertaken, and reasonable adjustments are considered and implemented where appropriate to support pupils' participation, safety and inclusion.
Where a potential barrier to participation is identified, we work with parents and carers and, where necessary, relevant professionals to discuss the arrangements and identify suitable support.
Our aim is to ensure that pupils with SEND have opportunities to take part in the wider life of the school and benefit from the same range of experiences as their peers.






Further Information and Useful Links
For information about services and support available to children and young people with SEND in the local area, please visit the West Northamptonshire Council Local Offer.

The following organisations and resources provide further information, advice and support for parents and carers of children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

School Attendance
Information and guidance about school attendance and support available through West Northamptonshire Council.
Visit the School Attendance information page

SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (IASS)
The Information, Advice and Support Service provides impartial information, advice and support to parents and carers of children and young people with SEND.
Telephone: 01604 364772
Visit the IASS Northants website

Northamptonshire Ranges
Information to help identify children's needs and guide decisions about appropriate support and provision.
View the Northamptonshire Ranges

Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plans
Information about the Education, Health and Care needs assessment process, including how the Local Authority considers requests for an assessment.
Find out about EHC needs assessments

West Northamptonshire SEND Local Offer
Information about the services, support and resources available locally for children and young people with SEND and their families.
Explore the West Northamptonshire SEND Local Offer
SEND Support in Schools
Guidance from West Northamptonshire Council about identifying and supporting children with SEND in educational settings.
Read about SEND support in schools

Inclusive Provision Toolkit
Resources and guidance to help schools identify needs and develop inclusive approaches to teaching, learning and support.
Explore the Inclusive Provision Toolkit

Inclusion and Intervention Support Team (IIST)
Information about the Inclusion and Intervention Support Team and the support it provides to schools and pupils.
Find out about the Inclusion and Intervention Support Team

We hope these links help parents and carers access further information, guidance and support. If you have questions about your child's needs or the provision available at Brackley C of E Junior School, please contact your child's class teacher or the SENCo.
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